AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION BOARD

Notes from E-Marking Centre HSSC-II English Compulsory Annual Examinations 2023

Introduction

This document has been prepared for the teachers and candidates of Higher Secondary School
Certificate (HSSC) Part II English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidates’ responses to
the 2023 HSSC-II Examination indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their
relative strengths and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes

This document includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note that
the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker responses as
gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared (where deemed
necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by integrating
knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the course of study.
Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully before writing the response
to fulfil the demand of the question.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the answer
space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required response. A longer
response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be familiar with the command
words in the SLOs which contain terms commonly used in examination questions. However,
candidates should also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of the command
words. Words such as ‘how’, ‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used.

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for the fulfilment of those tasks.

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed

- Ability to understand a
reading text on a

literal level (main/ sub-ideas)
- Ability to understand a
reading text on

1 . . ..
. inferential level (opinions
R . ’
(a,b,c,d,e) CRQs on a reading passage evidence,
reasoning, cause, and effect
reading

between the lines)
- Reasoning skills




e Ability to read and
understand the given
text

Cloze Passage o Ability' to provide
2 appropriate
vocabulary as per
grammar and the
context of a passage

e Ability to develop a
formal piece of
writing ~ with  the

3(a, b) N appropria.te focus,
’ Resume Writing and Cover organisation and
Letter, and Report purpose

e Ability to use accurate
sentence,  structure,
connective  devices,
spellings, etc.

e Ability to persuade,
argue, reflect and
analyse familiar
topics/ situations

4 iy e
e Ability to utilise
(a,b,c)

Essay accurate sentence
structures,  cohesive
connective  devices,
and correct spellings
for clear and precise
expression in writing

Note: Candidates’ responses shown in this report have not been corrected for grammar,
spelling, format or factual information.

General Observations:

The candidates showed good comprehension skills of the passage given in the examination by relating it to
real-life scenarios and highlighting their critical thinking skills in the Constructed Response Questions
(CRQs). The responses in the Extended Response Questions (ERQs) display the candidates exceptional
writing skills keeping in mind the organisational structures of the ERQs.




Question Text

SLO No.

SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Overall
Performance

Description of
Better Responses

Image of Better
Responses

Description of
Weaker Responses

DETAILED COMMENTS

Constructed Response Questions (CRQs)

Question No. l1a

la. If you were the author of Text A, which aspect would you have included in it and
why? Support your answer by giving TWO reasons.

5.1.8

Evaluate the issues/ ideas presented in the text with examples from everyday life.
3

U*

1 mark for the aspect the candidate would like to include
1 mark for each reason (2 required)

Many candidates provided compelling supporting details about the fascinating aspects
of language and football based on their experiences with the game and its similarities
with language. Some focused on the various health benefits associated with both
language learning and playing football. Others emphasised the significance of language
skills in different contexts, while some explored the intricacies of football rules and
gameplay.

In better responses, candidates emphasised on adding the strategies used in playing
football and using language. Some added relevant supporting details such as exploring
other rules of football to be included in the given passage.
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In weaker responses, candidates failed to provide relevant details. Instead, they copied
sentences from the text. No plausible reasons were provided to justify the answer.
However, in some responses one aspect has been mentioned such as human emotions
(psychology) but vague reasoning was given.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

(both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any
skills that may be

required like
analysing or
evaluating)

e (Go through the past
paper questions on
that particular
concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

e AKU-EB Digital
Learning  Solution

powered by

Knowledge Platform
¢ Questioning

Techniques

(Socratic approach)
e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to Annexure
A

How to Approach SLO Pedagogy** Used for that Assessment Strategies
SLO
e Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
* Look at the cognitive e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
level ) e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the content Resources
that is required to e Think, Pair and
answer that question Share

Any Additional Suggestion:

It is important to provide students with instruction on incorporating supporting details into paragraphs.
This can be achieved through reading activities that involve identifying the main idea and supporting
details. By engaging in such practices, students can develop the necessary skills to effectively include
relevant and well-structured supporting information within the paragraphs.

*K =Knowledge U = Understanding A = Application and other higher-order cognitive skills
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Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text
Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

Image of
Better
Responses

Description
of Weaker
Responses

Question No. 1b
Identify any FOUR factors in Text A that highlight the author’s fondness for football.

5.1.2

Discuss topic sentences/ thesis statement and how they are supported with details;
4

8]

1 mark for each way (4 required)

On average this question was generally attempted well by most of the candidates. Most of the
students correctly identified the author’s fondness for football.

In better responses, candidates mentioned the author’s liking of football. The responses showed
candidates’ comprehension skills to infer the information from the text. The candidates
explained four factors i.e., football is always evolutionary, has its own linguistic identity, is a
masterpiece and a work of art and gives sensory pleasure. Candidates answered with proper
explanation and description. Some of them also mentioned line numbers as the evidence to
support their answer.
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Weaker responses showed an inability to identify the factors which show author’s fondness for
football from the given text. Candidates only mentioned the vague comparisons between
football and language rather than explaining the factor that highlight the author’s love for
football.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

questions on that
particular concept
Refer to  the
resource guide for
extra resources

Demonstration

** For description of each

pedagogy,

refer to

Annexure A

SLO
e Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
o LOOlf ooat the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cogm‘tlve level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources
content that is e Think, pair and "
required to answer share
that question (both e AKU-EB Digital
in UG of Learning Solution
understanding of
powered by
concepts and any
skills that may be Knowledge
required like Platform
analysing or e Questioning
evaluating) Techniques
e Go through the (Socratic approach)
past paper e Practical

Any Additional Suggestion:
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Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text
Max Marks
Cognitive
Level
Checking
Hints
Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

Image of
Better
Responses

Description
of Weaker
Responses

Image of
Weaker
Responses

Question No. 1c

Describe any TWO ways in which the author of Text A has compared football to disciplines
other than language.

5.1.5

Discuss theme, main idea and supporting details.

2

U

1 mark for describing each way (2 required)

This was a generally challenging question for the candidates. Most of the candidates were
unable to comprehend the term ‘disciplines’ mentioned in the question. Candidates usually
misinterpreted the word ‘disciplines’ as ‘controlled behaviour’.

Better responses skilfully drew comparisons between football and other disciplines, such as
art and entertainment as evident from the given text. These candidates garnered full marks by
seamlessly connecting the two contexts and providing comprehensive explanations to support
their comparisons.
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Weaker responses showed a lack of understanding of the word ‘disciplines’. Candidates
associated the word ‘disciplines’ with ‘controlled behavior’. Most of the responses compared
football to shopping lists. In some of the responses, candidates could not draw any
comparison. They copied the sentences or phrases from the text instead.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

content that is
required to answer
that question (both
in  terms of
understanding  of
concepts and any
skills that may be

required like
analysing or
evaluating)

e Go through the
past paper

questions on that
particular concept
e Refer to the
resource guide for
extra resources

Think, Pair and
Share

AKU-EB  Digital
Learning  Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform
Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
. LOOlf . at  the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cognitive level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources

>

effectively.

Any Additional Suggestion:
Encourage students to enhance their vocabulary skills through engaging in activities such as playing
‘Word Web’. This interactive game promotes the exploration of word connections and associations,
enabling students to expand their lexical knowledge and strengthen their ability to express themselves
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Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints:
Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

Image of
Better
Responses

Description
of Weaker
Responses

Question No. 1d

Based on the data given in Text B, suggest any FIVE measures that the government of Pakistan
can take to promote the game of football in the country.

5.1.16

Analyse and add relevant information from outside the text to expressive/ reflective, persuasive/
argumentative and/ or analytical text.

5
A

1 mark for each measure (5 required)

This question was very well-attempted. Most of the candidates’ responses displayed creative
and innovative suggestions on how the government can promote football in Pakistan. Ideas were
well-elaborated in connection to the context.

In better responses, candidates proposed very effective and practical suggestions for promoting
football by government such as building football stadiums and funding awareness programmes
to promote the game. Students fully explained the effective solutions which demonstrated their
comprehension of the question. The answers were well written and fulfilled higher-order
cognitive demands.
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In weaker responses, candidates simply reiterated the information presented in the infographic
without providing meaningful insights. Instead of discussing how the government of Pakistan
can promote the game of football in the country, they focused on the effects of playing football.
The suggestions offered were unclear, redundant and directly copied from Text B. Candidates
also lost marks for duplicating ideas from Text B or presenting repetitive suggestions.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy **Used for that

Assessment Strategies

SLO

e Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions

expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes

command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the cognitive e Concept mapping powered by Knowledge Platform

level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
° Identify the content resources ﬂ

that is required to e Think, pair and

answer that question share

(both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any skills
that may be required
like analysing or
evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on
that particular concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

e AKU-EB  Digital
Learning  Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform

e (Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)

e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to Annexure
A

Any Additional Suggestion:
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Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints:
Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

Image of
Better
Responses

Description
of Weaker
Responses

Question No. 1e

Draw at least THREE comparisons between Text A and Text B based on the criteria in the given
table.

Criteria Text A Text B
Thesis Statement/ Caption
Organisation

Point of View

5.1.4

Synthesise information (treatment, scope, and organization of ideas) from two text based on the
same theme/topic.
3

A

1 mark for each comparison (3 required)

Many candidates struggled to identify the correct analogy between Text A and Text B, indicating
a lack of understanding regarding how the author of Text A organised the information.
Additionally, many responses lacked the utilisation of subject-specific vocabulary. However,
there were a few exceptional responses that demonstrated a more thorough comprehension of the
texts and effectively incorporated specialised terminology.

Only a small number of responses successfully compared Text A and Text B based on the given
criteria. These responses accurately identified the thesis statement and caption, showcasing their
ability to analyse and draw connections between the two texts.
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Thesis Statement/ Caption

Organisation

Point of View

In weaker responses, many students demonstrated a lack of comprehension in identifying the
thesis statement from Text A. Instead, they mistakenly wrote the topic sentence as the thesis
statement. Furthermore, these responses indicated a limited understanding of the organisation of
both Text A and Text B. As a result, many candidates lost marks due to incomplete comparisons
between the two texts. It is evident that there is a need for improvement in candidates’ ability to
accurately analyse and compare the texts.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO | Pedagogy** Used for that Assessment Strategies
SLO
e Understand the e Story board Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cognitive level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources o
content that is e Think, pair and
required to answer share
that question (both e AKU-EB Digital
in  terms  of Learning  Solution
understanding of powered by
concepts and any Knowledge
skills that may be Platform
required like e Questioning
analyzing _ Techniques
evaluating) (Socratic approach)
e Go through the e Practical
past paper Demonstration
questions on that
particular concept | #x For description of each
* Refer to the | pedagogy, refer to
resource guide for | Anpexure A
extra resources

Any Additional Suggestion:
Provide instruction on text structure and the utilisation of signal words, which aid in comprehending an
author’s thought pattern and how information is organised within a text. This guidance will enable
students to better understand the structural elements of written works and recognise the cues that authors
use to convey their ideas effectively. Use of subject related vocabulary can greatly enhance the use of
terminologies for the students.
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Question
Text

SLO No
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

Question No. 2
Read the passage carefully and fill in each of the blanks with ONE suitable word.

6.1.14

Use accurately spelling, subject-verb-agreement, tenses, conjunction, adverbs, modal verbs,
and adjectives.
10

A

1 mark for each correct answer (10 required)

The candidates were given a cloze passage to assess their comprehension skills in grammar.
This question could be regarded as the most challenging for the candidates. Very few
candidates scored full marks. It should be communicated that whilst solving a cloze text,
candidates must pay attention to the meaning the passage is trying to convey.

It was observed in better responses that the candidates chose appropriate parts of speech verbs,
nouns, prepositions, pronouns, and adjectives to fill in the blanks.




Image of
Better
Responses

Description
of Weakers
Responses

Q.2. ' (Total 10 Marks)
Read the passage carefully and fill in each of the blanks with ONE suitablc word.

Tea culture is defined by the way tea is made and consumed; (l) by the way the people
interact with tea and by the aesthetics surrounding tea drinking.

Tea (2) _2]%5_ an infportant role in some countries. It is commonly consumed at social events and
many cultures have created intricate formal ceremonies (3) for these events. Afternoon tea is a
British custom with widespread appeal. Tea ceremonies, with their roots in the Chinese tea culture,
differ (4) E\“Dm' - East Asian countries, such as the Japanese or Korean vémions. Tea may differ
widely in preparation, such as in Tibet, . where the
(5) b 468 is commonly brewed-with salt and butter. Tea may be (6) S€XVe rved " i smal private

gatherings (tea parties) or in publlc (tea houses designed for social interaction).

The British Empire spread (7) __1ES_ own interpretation of tea to its dominions and colonies,
including regions that today comprise the states of Hong Kong, India, and Pakistan, which had pre-
existing tea customs, as well as (8) ﬁ 1ONS- such as East Africa (modern day Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda) ‘ and the Pacific (Australia and New Zealand) which did not have tea
(9) _usSto mS. The tea room or teahouse is found in the United States of America, the United
Kingdom and Ireland. ' ’

Different regions favour different varieties of tea such as black, green, or oolong and use different

flavourings, such as herbs, milk, or sug'af. The temperature and strength of the tea, likewise,

(10) w ﬂa wldely

Source: Adapted from the article, ‘Tea culture’ as published on en.wikipedia.org

Weaker responses showed a lack of the candidates’ comprehension skills while completing
the given cloze passage. Most candidates wrote two words in one given space which was
not required by the question. Hence these responses were not awarded marks. Some of the
candidates made spelling and subject-verb-agreement errors. Candidates should focus on
the context of the cloze passage to deduce appropriate terminologies to be used in the given
spaces. Marks were deducted where the candidates did not apply the rules of subject-verb
agreement within the passage.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

that question (both
in  terms of
understanding  of
concepts and any
skills that may be

required like
analyzing or
evaluating)

e Go through the
past paper

questions on that
particular concept
e Refer to the
resource guide for
extra resources

e AKU-EB Digital
Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform

e Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)

e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

SLO

e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions

expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes

command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform

cognitive level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources ﬂ

content that is e Think, Pair and

required to answer Share

Any Additional Suggestion:
Additional classroom practice is needed to enhance candidates’ skills. Teachers can utilise various
websites that offer cloze passage exercises found in the prescribed AKU-EB Resource Guide, allowing
students to engage in targeted practice and improve their proficiency.
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Question Text

SLO No.

SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Extended Response Questions (ERQs)

Extended response questions offered a choice between part ‘a’ and ‘b’
in Q.3, and between ‘a’, ‘b’, and ‘¢’ in Q.4.

Question No. 3a

You are interested in the job vacancy advertised in the given image.
Write a covering letter with a resume for the given vacancy. In your letter, describe
e your suitability for the job.
e the value that you add to the company
(Note: The content of covering letter and resume should be reflective of your
current academlc quahﬁcatlon 1.e., Grade XII.)
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6.1.5

Write resume and covering letter (in response to a job advertisement).
15

A

Content Relevance: 5 Marks

1 mark for proper format of resume (Objective, Personal Details, Academic

Qualification, Professional Work Experience/ Relevant Experience, Extra Curricular

Activities)

Marks shall not be deducted if candidate has not mention at least 4 aspects of a resume.
e 1 mark for proper format of the covering letter (From, Date, To Salutation,

Paragraphing, Complimentary Cloze)

(Note: Marks shall not be deducted if candidate has not mentioned at least 3 aspects of

a letter.)

Do not deduct marks if the candidate has written in another VALID format other than

the block format.)




e | mark for describing the suitability of the candidate as in the covering letter.

e | mark for describing how the candidate will contribute to the organisation.

e 1 mark if the experience, education, and skill mentioned in the resume and
covering letter are realistic (0 marks if either the resume or the covering letter is
unrealistic / do not match with each other.)

Language Accuracy: 4 marks
e | mark for accuracy of spelling (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters,
(where needed, commas and colon (at least 3 errors)
Impression Marking: 6 Marks

Good

(5-6)

o Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting
language. Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

. A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers
(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and
expand ideas.

Average

(3-4)

. Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there
are redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas
are not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken
into account.

J A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy / internal
consistency.

o Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(1-2)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are
various errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style,

tone and vocabulary are inappropriate.
o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.




Overall
Performance

Description
Better Responses

of

o No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant / illegible

The candidates exhibited a comprehensive approach to constructing their resumes
ensuring they included personal, educational, and professional details, structured with
appropriate headings and bullet points.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their
real names, school’s name and address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity.
Teachers need to inform the candidates to avoid using their real names or disclose
their identities.

The better responses exemplified the desired approach to composing a CV and a cover
letter, highlighting the candidates’ professionalism in their writing. These responses
effectively communicated their objectives and reasons for applying for the job, skilfully
outlining their relevant skill sets, prior work experience, and suitability for the position.
The résumés demonstrated a well-organised presentation, with educational and
professional summaries listed in descending order. Furthermore, the students adeptly
employed appropriate vocabulary to articulate their suitability for the prospective
employment. The cover letters were impressively articulated, featuring logical
arrangement of ideas and coherent paragraphing. Notably, these responses showcased
a strong command of language structures, including grammar, punctuation, and
spelling, thereby enhancing the overall quality of their written submissions.
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Description of The weaker responses demonstrated a lack of clarity in sentence structures, leading to

Weaker Responses  various grammatical errors. The ideas presented were often generalised, redundant, or
disconnected, indicating a lack of coherence. Additionally, there were numerous
language errors, including spelling, grammar, and punctuation, which highlighted the
students' limited language competency. Many candidates struggled with effectively
composing both a cover letter and a resume, as they either focused on one or the other.
Moreover, the provided resume and cover letter lacked the mention of required skills
for the specific job position, and instead, students wrote lengthy paragraphs under
relevant headings in the CV instead of using concise phrases.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

that question (both
in  terms of
understanding  of
concepts and any
skills that may be

required like
analyzing or
evaluating)

e Go through the
past paper

questions on that
particular concept
e Refer to the
resource guide for
extra resources

e AKU-EB Digital
Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform

¢ Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)

e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

SLO

e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions

expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes

command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform

cognitive level e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources |5|

content that is e Think, Pair and

required to answer Share

Any Additional Suggestion:
To improve, students should aim for more constructive and instructional writing by focusing on
sentence clarity and grammar accuracy. It is crucial to present ideas in a concise and coherent manner,
avoiding redundancy and ensuring logical connections between thoughts. Attention to spelling,
grammar, and punctuation is necessary to demonstrate language competency. When creating a resume
and cover letter, students should clearly outline the required skills for the job position and utilise
appropriate phrases or bullet points instead of lengthy paragraphs. Lastly, utilising the provided space
effectively by organising information in a well-structured manner will enhance the overall quality of
the resume and cover letter.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text
Max Marks
Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Question No. 3b

You are a researcher who has conducted research on the ways in which waste is disposed of in
your area. Your research further tests eco-friendly ways of improving disposal plastic waste
products.
Write a report about the findings of your research to the local governing body of your area. In
your report
e describe TWO key findings of your research regarding the current waste disposal
methods.
e suggest TWO eco-friendly ways of improving the disposal of waste in your area.
(Note: You may use real or imaginary findings and data.)

6.1.5

Write reports demonstrating conventions of report writing.
15

A

1 mark for proper format of resume (To/ From/ Subject/ Date)
(Note: Any other VALID format is accepted.)
1 mark for describing each finding (2 required)
1 mark for suggesting each way to properly dispose of waste (2 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
e 1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters, (where
needed, commas and colon (at least 3 errors).
Impression Marking: 6 Marks

Good

(5-6)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language.
Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into account
the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers (nevertheless,

moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Average
(4-5)




Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

o Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are not
well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into account.

o A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy / internal
consistency.

o Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(2-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various
errors.

o Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone and
vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

. No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant / illegible

Most of the candidates analysed the key findings accurately and comprehensively with
description and evidence. Some of the responses presented the analysis of the finding in
pictorial ways i.e., graphs and pie chart. This reflects students’ creativity by demonstrating their
higher-order thinking. Overall, these responses showcased a constructive and well-thought-out
approach, addressing the issue at hand with concise yet comprehensive suggestions for
improvement.

These responses elaborated on the negative impacts of current waste disposal practices on
residents' health, showcasing a comprehensive understanding of the issue. The ideas were
expressed clearly and demonstrated a varied and engaging use of language. The content was
conveyed in appropriate vocabulary, adopting a formal tone and style that considered the
recipient's relationship and interests. The proposed solutions included the implementation of
polythene bag bans, the introduction of the 3Rs (reduce, recycle, and reuse) approach, and the
promotion of awareness regarding the health hazards associated with improper waste disposal.
Additionally, some responses suggested effective solutions such as segregating wet and dry
garbage and utilising wet garbage for soil fertilisation.
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Better
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Description of The weaker responses demonstrated a lack of understanding in connecting the effects of climate

Weaker change with famine. These responses focused on describing various causes of climate change

Responses while neglecting to acknowledge its direct impact on agriculture and livestock, which are
crucial factors in causing famine. The explanations provided primarily centred around global
warming, ozone layer depletion, and greenhouse effects, indicating a lack of careful reading
and comprehension of the question's requirements. Moreover, some responses presented
ambiguous and vague answers, reflecting candidates’ misconceptions regarding the concept of
‘famine.’
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

content that is
required to answer
that question
(both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any
skills that may be
required like
analysing or
evaluating)

e Go through the
past paper
questions on that
particular concept

e Refer to the
resource guide for
extra resources

Think, pair and
Share

AKU-EB Digital
Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform
Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cognitive level e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the Resources

Any Additional Suggestion:



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Question No. 4a

Different people aspire to pursue different careers. Some people want to pursue conventional
careers like doctor, engineer or teacher while others would like to choose less common careers
such as psychologist, musician or designer.
Compose an essay. In your essay, describe

. your dream career.

. TWO reasons for choosing this career.

. TWO steps that you can take at this stage of your life to prepare for this career.
6.1.9

a. Relate an event from personal experience (what happened, feelings, thoughts, emotions)

b. Analyse causes and consequences /thoughts and emotions on how an event has influenced
or changed a person (a recount of events with lessons learnt),

c. Use exemplification to clarify abstract thoughts/ideas/experiences and lessons learnt.

Content Relevance: 5 marks
e 1 mark for describing dream career (Assign 0 marks if the candidate has only stated the
dream career)
e 1 mark for each reason for choosing the career (2 required)
e 1 mark for describing each reason for choosing the career (2 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
e 1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters, (where
needed, commas and colon (at least 3 errors)
Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

(9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language. Ideas
are expressed in a logical sequence.

o Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into account the
nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

. A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers (nevertheless,

moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Average
(6-4)




Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

o Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are not
well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into account.

o A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy / internal consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone and
vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

. No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant / illegible

The responses showcased a clear understanding of the prompt and higher-order thinking skills
among the candidates, presenting an opportunity for teachers to foster individuality and guide
students towards their chosen career paths.

Better responses fully addressed the question, presenting developed positions with relevant ideas.
Unique career choices like architect and pilot were well-elaborated. Strong supporting details,
steps for preparation, varied sentence structures, and cohesive devices enhanced the responses.
Overall, they demonstrated a constructive approach.
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Description
of Weaker
Responses
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Weaker responses lacked internal consistency and provided minimal or tangential answers to the
question. The content was characterised by generalised, redundant, and disconnected ideas,
particularly evident in unclear and vague descriptions of dream careers. Reasons for career
choices were not well-supported, and repetitive and unclear sentence structures hindered
understanding. Flawed language further impeded comprehension. While some responses featured
interesting dream careers, consistent language errors hindered effective expression. Improvement
is needed in coherence, clarity, and language proficiency.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part)

is required to answer that
question (both in terms
of understanding of
concepts and any skills
that may be required like
analysing or evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on that
particular concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra resources

Think, Pair and Share
AKU-EB Digital

Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge Platform
Questioning
Technique  (Socratic
approach)

Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

How to Approach SLO Pedagogy** Used for that Assessment Strategies
SLO
e Understand the | e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectations of the | e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E-Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the cognitive | o Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the content that Resources "

Any Additional Suggestion:

To enhance their writing abilities, candidates should consider engaging in additional essay writing practice
focused on current and relevant topics. Through such exercises, they can improve their skills in organising
essays, composing crafting coherent arguments, and effectively supporting their ideas.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question
Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Question No. 4b

Stress can motivate you to finish your school work on time or meet deadlines at work. But if you
let your stress overpower you, it can seriously interfere with your family life, social life and health.
Compose an essay. In your essay,

e discuss any TWO effects of stress on your body and/or mind.

o suggest any THREE ways to combat the harmful effects of stress on the body and/ or mind.
6.1.11

Analyse a situation or issue (social, economic and scientific):

a. relational process: (relationship of cause and effect, comparison and contrast, problem and
solution);

b. external conjunctions: relate a situation to other events or phenomenon/ real life events;

c. internal conjunctions: elaborating and itemising steps (firstly... secondly .. next... finally);

d. deducing the causes and consequences/ advantages and disadvantages/ strengths and
limitations of a given happening or phenomenon with evidences.

18

A

Content Relevance: 5 marks
e 1 mark for discussing each effect of stress on the body /or mind (2 required)
e 1 mark for each way to combat harmful effects of stress on the body /or mind
(3 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
e 1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at least 3 errors)
1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters, (where
needed, commas and colon (at least 3 errors)
Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

(9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language. Ideas
are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into account the
nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

. A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers (nevertheless,
moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Average

(6-4)




Overall
Performance

Description
of Better
Responses

o Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are not
well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into account.

o A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy / internal consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone and
vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

. No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant / illegible

Overall, the candidates discussed various intriguing negative effects on the body, showcasing a
clear understanding of the prompt and higher-order thinking. Their well-developed and supported
ideas demonstrated a strong grasp of the topic. Teachers can capitalise on this by encouraging
further exploration and critical thinking to deepen students' understanding of the subject matter.
In better responses, candidates fully addressed all aspects of the question, providing a well-
developed position supported by relevant and extended ideas. They discussed various adverse
effects of stress on the human body and mind, including hypertension, depression, obesity,
suicidal attempts, and brain haemorrhage, with strong statistical data, explanations, and personal
observations. The content demonstrated appropriate vocabulary, an informal tone, and a style
tailored to the recipient's relationship and interests. The candidates proposed innovative solutions
to tackle stress, such as yoga, exercise, meditation, and sufficient sleep.

They showcased a wide range of vocabulary and displayed a natural and sophisticated control of
lexical features.
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Weak responses demonstrated internal inconsistency in writing. While addressing all parts of the
question, some areas received more attention than others. Conclusions became unclear or
repetitive, and plain language and redundant phrases were evident. Vocabulary showed an
adequate range with attempts at less common words, but inaccuracies were present. Spelling and




word formation errors occurred but did not impede communication. A few responses exhibited
generalised content and redundancy due to flawed language usage.
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Suggestions for Improvement

How to Approach SLO | Pedagogy** Used for that Assessment Strategies
SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cognitive level e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the resources o
content that is e Think, Pair and
required to answer Share
that question e AKU-EB Digital
(both in terms of Learning Solution
understanding of powered by
concepts and any Knowledge
skills that may be Platform
required like e Questioning
analyzing or Techniques
evaluating) (Socratic approach)
e Go through the e Practical
past paper Demonstration
questions on that
particular concept
e Refer to the
resource guide for
extra resources ** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

Any Additional Suggestion:

To enhance students' writing skills, it is recommended to provide practice on pre-writing and planning
strategies. Encourage the use of brainstorming, clustering/ mind mapping, and free writing techniques
to organise ideas effectively. Emphasise the importance of paragraphing, where each paragraph focuses
on developing one central idea with supporting details.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks

Cognitive
Level

Checking
Hints

Question No. 4c¢

Different people strongly support different causes such as protecting the environment, changing
the culture of bullying in educational institutions or even enhancing youth development
programmes.
Write an essay about a cause that you feel strongly about. In your essay,

e describe the cause.

e discuss any THREE reasons due to which you support the cause.

(Note: You may write about a cause other than the ones mentioned in the question.)
6.1.10

a. Support a thesis/ claim with specific rather than general reasons/ examples;

b. Analyse ideas and evidence in a logical sequence;

c. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organisation that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence;

d. Evaluate credibility of opinions, facts and stated/ perceived beliefs with logic in
argumentative texts; e. use specific rhetorical devices to persuade (appeal to emotion and
ethics, along with logic, use of analogies, examples or relating a personal experience);

f. Defend opinions regarding social and current issues.

18

A

Content Relevance: 5 marks
e 2 marks for describing an opinion (can be in agreement or disagreement) (1 mark for
only stating the opinion)
e 1 mark for discussing each reason (3 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
e | mark for accuracy of spelling (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at least 3 errors)
e 1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters, (where
needed, commas and colon (at least 3 errors)
Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language.
Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into account
the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers (nevertheless,

moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand ideas.




Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

Average

(6-4)

. Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

o Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are not
well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into account.

. A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy / internal
consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various
errors.

o Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone and
vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

o No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant / illegible

Most of the responses were exceptionally well-written as students supported some new and
unique causes. The candidates presented well-developed responses to the question. wrote fully
extended and well supported ideas. A wide range of structures were used with full flexibility
and accuracy.

In better responses, candidates comprehensively addressed all aspects of the question and
presented a fully developed position supported by relevant and strong details. Their arguments
were backed by research evidence, explanations, and personal observations or experiences. The
content demonstrated appropriate vocabulary, an informal tone and style, and a wide range of
natural and sophisticated lexical features. Information and ideas were logically organised,
cohesive, and effectively structured using paragraphs.
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Description of In weaker responses, students displayed inconsistencies in their writing. While generally

Weaker
Responses

addressing all parts of the question, some sections received more attention than others. Relevant
discussions were observed, but conclusions were often missing or became unclear and
repetitive. Expressions were clear but plain, and there were instances of redundant phrases.
Vocabulary usage demonstrated an adequate range, with attempts at less common words, albeit
with occasional inaccuracies. Spelling and word formation errors were present but did not
significantly hinder communication. However, a few responses exhibited generalised content

and redundancy due to flawed language usage.
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Suggestions for improvement

How to Approach SLO | Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e (ause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
cognitive level e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
° Identify the resources ﬂ

content that is °

required to answer

that question o

(both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any
skills that may be
required like
analyzing or
evaluating)

¢ Go through the
past paper
questions on that
particular concept

Think, Pair and
Share

AKU-EB Digital
Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge
Platform
Questioning
Techniques
(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each

e Referto the. pedagogy, refer to
resource guide for | Apnexure A

extra resources

Any Additional Suggestion:

Students should practice pre-writing strategies such as brainstorming, clustering/ mind mapping, and
free writing to organise their ideas effectively. Additionally, they should focus on developing well-
structured paragraphs, where each paragraph centres around a single idea with supporting details.
Regular practice in these areas will enhance candidates' writing skills and promote clearer and more
coherent expression of their thoughts.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Annexure A: Pedagogies Used for Teaching the SLOs

Pedagogy: Storyboard

Description: A visual pedagogy that uses a series of illustrated panels to present a narrative,
encouraging creativity and critical thinking. It helps learners organise ideas, sequence events, and
comprehend complex concepts through storytelling.

Example: In a Literature class, students are tasked with creating storyboards to visually retell a
novel. They draw key scenes, write captions, and present their stories to the class, enhancing their
reading comprehension and fostering their imagination.

Pedagogy: Cause and Effect

Description: This pedagogy explores the relationships between actions and consequences. By
analysing cause-and-effect relationships, learners develop a deeper understanding of how events
are interconnected and how one action can lead to various outcomes.

Example: In a History class, students study the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution.
They research and discuss how technological advancements in manufacturing led to significant
societal changes, such as urbanisation and labour reform movements.

Pedagogy: Fish and Bone

Description: A method that breaks down complex topics into main ideas (the fish) and supporting
details (the bones). This visual approach enhances comprehension by highlighting essential
concepts and their relevant explanations.

Example: During a Biology class on human anatomy, the teacher uses the fish and bone technique
to teach about the human skeletal system. Teacher presents the main components of the human
skeleton (fish) and elaborates on each bone's structure and function (bones).

Pedagogy: Concept Mapping

Description: An effective way to visually represent relationships between ideas. Learners create
diagrams connecting key concepts, aiding in understanding the overall structure of a subject and
fostering retention.

Example: In a Psychology assignment, students use concept mapping to explore the various
theories of personality. They interlink different theories, such as Freud's psychoanalysis, Jung's
analytical psychology, and Bandura's social-cognitive theory, to see how they relate to each other.

Pedagogy: Audio Visual Resources

Description: Incorporating multimedia elements like videos, images, and audio into lessons. This
approach caters to different learning styles, making educational content more engaging and
memorable.

Example: In a General Science class, the teacher uses a documentary-style video to teach about
the solar system. The video includes stunning visual animations of the planets, interviews with
astronomers, and background music, enhancing students' interest and understanding of space.

Pedagogy: Think, Pair, and Share

Description: A collaborative learning technique where students ponder a question or problem
individually, then discuss their thoughts in pairs or small groups before sharing with the entire
class. It fosters active participation, communication skills, and diverse perspectives.




Example: In a Literature in English class, the teacher poses a thought-provoking question about a
novel's moral dilemma. Students first reflect individually, then pair up to exchange their opinions,
and finally participate in a lively class discussion to explore different viewpoints.

Pedagogy: Questioning Technique (Socratic Approach)

Description: Based on Socratic dialogue, this method stimulates critical thinking by posing
thought-provoking questions. It encourages learners to explore ideas, justify their reasoning, and
discover knowledge through a process of inquiry.

Example: In an Ethics class, the instructor uses the Socratic approach to lead a discussion on the
meaning of justice. By asking a series of probing questions, the students engage in a deeper
exploration of ethical principles and societal values.

Pedagogy: Practical Demonstration

Description: A hands-on approach where learners observe real-life applications of theories or
skills. Practical demonstrations enhance comprehension, skill acquisition, and problem-solving
abilities by bridging theoretical concepts with real-world scenarios.

Example: In a Food and Nutrition class, the instructor demonstrates the proper technique for
filleting a fish. Students observe and then practice the skill themselves, learning the practical
application of knife skills and culinary precision.

(Note: The examples provided in this annexure serve as illustrations of various pedagogies. It is
important to understand that these pedagogies are versatile and can be applied across subjects in
numerous ways. Feel free to adapt and explore these techniques creatively to enhance learning
outcomes in your specific context.)
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